Helga Philipp was born on June 2, 1939, in Vienna. In 1953, at the age of 14, she began her training at the
Academy of Applied Arts, taking the sculpture course with Hans Knesl (she got her diploma in 1961). Via the
1958 Venice Biennale, and through friends such as Marc Adrian, in 1961 she came into contact with the
emerging avant-garde Op Art movement, and with Concrete Art.

In 1968, on the occasion of an exhibition for the Forum Stadtpark in Graz, she founded a group of artists
called "Gruppe Austria", along with Richard Kriesche and Jorrit Tornquist, and she was a constant feature of
the small Austrian scene, embarking upon a concrete and constructive direction. With her Op Art works,
Philipp had an international presence, and was successful in gallery and museum shows, and on the art
market. She exhibited at famous galleries such as St. Stephan, sponsored by Otto Mauer, and she was
closely integrated within the "Vienna Group", so much so that the poet H. C. Artmann described her as “one
of our own”.

With "New Tendency", Op Art attracted the public to many museums in central Europe, from Frankfurt to
Zagreb. Moreover, in 1967, Werner Hofmann included Philipp in his "Kinetika" exhibition at the Museum des
20. Jahrhunderts. Between 1972 and 1974, her installations were displayed in the Stadtpark Wien public
space. At the beginning of the 1990s, Philipp's links with New York intensified, thanks to funding from the
federal government, and she also won a competition in Vienna which, in 1997, led to a spatial intervention
with painted objects, and also Light Art, at the University of Althanstralle.

Since 1965, shortly after completing her studies, and until 2002, the artist taught as a university assistant at
the University of Applied Arts. Her most well-known students were Gerwald Rockenschaub, Franz Graf,
Brigitte Kowanz, Heimo Zobernig, Martin Beck and Thomas Freiler, some of whom went on to make careers
for themselves, at the end of the 1980s, as representatives of “New Geometry”, as well as in photography
and Conceptual Art. After being a member of the “Exact Tendencies” group, which in 1979 gathered around
Hildegard Joos and the collectors Gertraud and Dieter Bogner at Buchberg castle, Philipp founded, at her
own initiative, the "Ternitz Cultural Association" at the Hansen-Villa of Ternitz/St. Johann. Here there was a
close relationship with the "Werkstatt Breitenbrunn" under Fria Elfen and Will Frenken, an artist-couple, and
indeed editions were printed in this very city.

In Ternitz she was able not only to devote herself to large-format painting, mainly single-colour or two-colour
canvases, or multipartite canvases, but also to offer her students and other young artists a new platform to
exhibit their work. In the 1980s and '90s she made several trips abroad, to Luxembourg and New York, and
also made visits to Japan and held shows there. After winning numerous competitions, Helga Philipp
received the City of Vienna Prize in 2001, shortly before her premature death, on 5 November 2002.

Helga Philipp's daughter, Olga Okunev, is responsible for her artistic legacy.
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