Almir da Silva Mavignier (Rio de Janeiro, 1925 - Hamburg, 2018)

He begins his studies with Arpad Szenes, Axl Leskoschek and Henrique Boese in 1945, Rio de Janeiro.
Between 1946 and 1951, he founds the Painting and Modeling Workshop of the Occupational Therapy
Section of Engenho de Dentro Psychiatric Hospital (currently the Museu de Imagens do Inconsciente) with
the psychiatrist Nise da Silveira. Mavignier, after learning the theories of Mario Pedrosa, he initiates his
research in the area of abstraction. In 1949 he participates in the first group of Abstract Art in Rio de Janeiro
with lvan Serpa, Abraham Palatnik and Mario Pedrosa. In the same year, Mavignier makes the first abstract
watercolor Estudos. Later, he produces paintings with geometric and organic forms in which he reduces the
number of colors, but maintains halftones and the expressive brush-stroke of his figurative work.

In 1950 he has his first solo exhibition at the Institute of Architects of Brazil (IAB) in Rio de Janeiro. The
following year, he travels to Paris, where he attends the Académie de La Grande Chaumiére. In Germany,
between 1953 and 1958, he studies with Max Bense and Josef Albers at the Hochschule fur Gestaltung in
Ulm. Max Bill introduces the constructive movement to Almir that later becomes his main influence. He
participates in the Zero Group between 1958 and 1964 with Heinz Mack, Otto Piene, Yves Klein and Jean
Tinguely. In 1960 he designs and organizes the exhibition Nuove Tendenze, the first international Op Art
event in Yugoslavia. During the same years he participates at Documenta Ill and Documenta IV in Kassel,
Germany and at three editions of Venice Biennale in 1964, 1968 and in 1986. He teaches painting at the
Hochschule fir Bildende Kiinste in Hamburg, Germany, between 1965 and 1990.
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