Claudio D’Angelo was born on 7 August 1938 in Tripoli; his parents were Italian (from near Ascoli Piceno). In
1942 the family returned to live in their place of origin in Italy. As an adolescent he began to be interested in
the visual arts and music, above all jazz (for a time he was also to be a musician), enthusiasms that were to
lead to his diploma from the arts high school in Rome.

He lived in Ascoli Piceno until his death on 23 November 2011.

After his beginnings, when his painting quickly evolved from openly figurative works to ones that were above
all Expressionist and neo-Dadaist, in the second part of the 1960s he increasingly moved in a geometric-
planning direction, which led him to develop a specific research which he was to conduct with a strongly
identitarian and characterising non-figurative language.

Dating from 1964 are his first inquiries into the precision of images and into the kinematics and dynamics of
geometric-spatial configurations. In 1966 he came into contact with the gallerist Flamma Vigo who at once
became interested in his work, allowing him to take part, with SET di Numero, in national and international
exhibitions. In 1968 he developed modular organisms using “Forme toroidali”, as is evidenced by the title of
his next solo show (1969) at the Galleria Numero, Rome.

The 1970s began with a series of works that the artist defined as “Ipotesi progettuali”. With these works he
held, from 1970 to 1971, three solo shows in the galleries of Fiamma Vigo: in Florence, Venice, and Rome.
During the last of these, Palma Bucarelli bought for the Rome National Gallery’s collection the large painting
Ipotesi progettuale A/1, 1971. In 1972 he held solo shows at the Galleria Ferrari, Verona, and the Centro
Arte Contemporanea Sincron, Brescia; in the same year he exhibited a group of works at the show “Arte e
Societa”, hosted by Palazzo delle Terme, Saint Vincent.

To follow he made the series of “Progetti di spazio”, and “Progetti di genesi dinamica dello spazio”. In 1973
he exhibited together with Umberto Peschi, once again at the Roman gallery of Fiamma Vigo. In 1974 he
held a solo show in Turin (Galleria Primopiano); Rome (Galleria Marcon 1V, with Hsiao Chin and Franco
Costalonga); and Bergamo (Galleria Dei Mille). During the show in Bergamo he met Mario Nigro who
recommended him to the Galleria La Polena, Genoa, and the Galleria Vismara, Milan: both hosted a solo
show by him the following year (and in 1975 he held another one at the Galleria Numero, Venice).

In 1976 he began studies, called “Analysis situs”, aimed at structuring photodynamic values through
combinatory series of marks. With these works, in the same year he held a solo show at the Galleria
Martano, Turin, as well as an anthological show of works from 1965 to 1975 at the Galleria Numero in Rome.
In 1977 he held solo shows once again at the Galleria Ferrari, Verona, and the Galleria Vismara, Milan,
where he began to propose installations/environments and performances. In 1978 he continued planning
new environments by experimenting with diverse solutions and materials and the implications on the
linguistic plane (researches into sound events) of graph. From this year there also dates the anthological
show at the Macerata Pinacoteca Civica.

In 1979 he held a solo show of canvases and installations at the Galleria Lorenzelli, Bergamo, and made a
wide-ranging intervention on the urban space of Civitella del Tronto. There followed in the following year
another solo show at the Galleria Ferrari, Verona, and at the Galleria Spriano, Omegna.

With his “Itinerari dal nero” (“Itinerari dal nero”, the name of works on a black background), 1981, and with
the support of graph, he frequently used carbon paper. In the same year he took part in the show Linee della
ricerca artistica in Italia 1960-1980, at the Palazzo delle Esposizioni in Rome. Dating from 1982 are the solo
show at the Galleria Unde, Turin, the anthological show with works from 1968 to 1981 at the Galleria
Lorenzelli, Bergamo, and his participation with a group of works at Incontri internazionali, Salsomaggiore
Terme.

In the work Noesis noésesos (1983) the journey to marks/values tends towards pure abstraction (this work
gave its title to the solo show held in the same year at the Galleria Artecentro, Milan): his art research, by
traversing ancient and abandoned traces of memory, now took on archetypical marks as a sounding board
for the complex stratification of the latent self. In these years, the appearance of the colour blue as well as
non-pictorial materials (fabric, glass, Plexiglas, metal, etc.) represented a threshold in his career between a
before and an after.

In 1984 he held a solo show in Ferrara, at Palazzo Massari. In 1987 solos shows were held at the Galleria
Morone 6, Milan (with Riccardo Guarneri and Maurizio Bottarelli) and at the Galleria Vismara, Milan. His
home city, Ascoli Piceno, awarded him the tribute of an anthological show at Palazzo dei Capitani in 1989.

In the 1990s he held solo shows at the Galleria Spazio Temporaneo, Milan (1991, 1996); the Galleria Ferrari,
Verona (1991); the Galleria Vismara, Milan (1993, 1996, 1998); the Galleria Spriano, Omegna (1995); the
Galerie Florence Arnaud, Paris (1997); and the Galleria Multimedia, Brescia (1998).

In 1997 there began an “episode” that was to last for various years, with the support of photos by Rosanna
Flammini.

Among the solo shows of the final decade, mention should be made of those at the Galleria Vismara, Milan
(2001, 2004); the Galleria Multimedia, Brescia (2002); the Galleria Arte e Pensieri, Rome (2007); and an
anthological show with works from 1963 to 2005 at the Pinacoteca Civica, Teramo (2005).

His activity has been widely documented in critical essays and national and international exhibitions. Abroad
he exhibited in museums and public spaces in Barcelona, Jihlava, Frankfurt, Paris, Basel, Duisburg,
Dusseldorf, Rijeka, Vienna, Graz, New York, Washington, Krakow, Jyvaskyla, Taipei, Weiden, Baden-Baden,



Couvin, Bradford, Budapest, Cairo, Bruxelles, Namur, London, Gamle Fredrikstad, Rosny Sur Seine,
Lugano, Viroinval, Nismes, and Bohain.

His works are to be found in the modern art museums of Caracas, Graz, Jivaskyla, Cracow, Budapest,
Couvin, and Gamle Fredrikstad, in the Galleria Nazionale d’Arte Moderna, Rome, and in public galleries.

“I believe that the fourth world is that of individuals without will. The elite is the consciousness of robots.
Such para-sciences as technology have created this new world. (Terricide.) a technical fix is a Pilate-like
solution: a “gedanken-experiment”, a planning project, is preferable. This is what | do. | have recuperated
this rule because | believe it still offers a possibility for salvation, and | have applied it to a kind of work that
makes use of a para-technical language only for reasons of communicability.”

C. D’Angelo 1971

“Marks as a push, as a primary impulse. The beginning of a certain situation; the determination of a deep,
intimate space. The primary quality of a mark is determining the balance of an organism homogenous with it
that is under tension; an organism in action is not static. The birth and knowledge of a mark have deep roots;
their characteristic is to make emerge the complexity/simplicity of an order. The mark as a generative and
productive element. The nucleus, the identifiable fraction of a structure (the cellular faction of a sound
event).”

C. D’Angelo 1977

“Archetype/Symbol. Interaction. - | trace out the Archetype/Symbol - images pulsate from the subconscious -
feeling wipes out the mnemonic scenario - | interiorise meta-language. The noumenon becomes a mark and
finds its possible space. It is already an archetype.”

C. D’Angelo 1982

“Further on, from the edge of time on the folds of a canvas | look at the history of the empty blue from
nothing, further on.”
C. D’Angelo 1984

“My dependence on sensible objects. My knowledge of sensible objects. The circumstances do not depend
on my attention to sensible objects. Persistent implosions - the absence of energy charges, pre-existing
tendencies - emotional tensions, loss of experience - fragments of memory, traces within memory - places
for meditation. Anamnesis. With my finger | would like to make a hole in the sky and once again discover the
magic of blue.”

C. D’Angelo 1986

“A shadow set down on the netting an emptiness liberated on me, a netting of fabric an echo of a flight where
the light begins your eyes in my eyes, a voice, two voices, | have this in mind without being there it will no
longer be.”

C. D’Angelo 1998
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